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Debbi Ebert

WHITTIER ELKS BANQUET ROOM
13620 Whittier Blvd. Whittier, CA 90603

Cost: $65.00 pp.

Menu: Prime rib with au jus, served with a side of horseradish, garlic butter mashed 
red potatoes, carrots and asparagus, winter salad, rolls and butter.

Alternate entree: Pasta fettuccini with spinach and sun dried tomatoes, carrots and 
asparagus, winter salad, rolls and butter.

Dessert: French apple pie with vanilla ice cream

Coffee, iced tea and lemonade

No host bar-Cash Only

For reservations, please mail your check to: Whittier RW, P.O. Box 16, Whittier, CA 
90608 OR RSVP online at www.whittierrepublicanwomen.org.

You are cordially invited to our 
2023 CHRISTMAS GALA DINNER

December 7, 2023 at 6:00 PM
Reservations due by November 28, 2023

Join us in celebrating the Christmas season with your 
fellow members, family and friends

Include names and meal choices for each person. 
ALL MEALS ARE PRE-ORDERED. 

NO RESERVATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED BY PHONE OR AT THE DOOR.
THANK YOU

Back by popular demand, our entertainment for the evening is songstress Debbi 
Ebert. Debbi’s medley of musical styles and sultry stage personality entertains all who 
come to hear her. Visit her website at debbiebert.com.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Elizabeth Papazian

	December 7 is not only the day of our Christmas Gala, it is also “a date which 
will live in infamy,” President Franklin Delano Roosevelt said. That’s the day the 
Japanese Empire attacked Pearl Harbor bringing the United States into World 
War II. At 8 a.m. the Japanese began their attack on Pearl Harbor killing more 

than 2,400 Americans and wounding over 1,000. They destroyed 8 battleships and more than 300 
planes.

The Japanese figured if they destroyed the Pacific Fleet we would not be able to fight back. 
Boy were they wrong! We still had our aircraft carriers and fuel depots, not to mention the will and 
determination of the American people which gave us the “Greatest Generation.”

Many of us have forgotten the significance of the day or were never taught this in school. Let’s 
make sure to pass this knowledge on to the younger generations to ensure the sacrifices of the 
previous generations are not for naught and maybe they will gain a deeper appreciation of their 
freedoms and a greater understanding of what previous generations have gone through that 
allow them to live the American Dream.

“Pearl Harbor remains a symbol of American resilience and resolve, 
and we pray for all those that have served and continue to serve in our military. 

May we never forget their bravery and sacrifice.”
- Jim Justice

DECEMBER FUNDRAISING NEWS
Submitted by Peggy Rowe, 3rd V.P. Ways & Means

DECEMBER OPPORTUNITY DRAWING  
Name__________________________________________

Contact number_________________________________

Number of tickets at $5 each______________________

Five tickets for $20______________________________

 Total___________________________________________

The November Opportunity Drawing was one 
of our most profitable yet!  This is because of all of 
you!  We appreciate all the donations, as well as all 
of you who purchase drawing tickets!  Because of this 
success, we will be raising the value of both our 
cash and gift card prizes, beginning in January.

Our winners for the November drawing were Ginny 
Ball, Rhona Gewelber, Pauline Williams, Becky Smith, 
Donna Kobzeff, Leanne Marcy, Karen Toth, Merlyn 
Smith (2), Marion Vitone, Victoria Jacobs, Sylvia 
Foltz, Cheryl Matheson, Carol Peterson, and Christy 
Lindsey. Congratulations to all!

The Christmas Gala is less than a month away.  
Please get your reservation in by November 28th. 
Include on your reservation form the names of all in 
your party, as well as a menu selection for each person. 

Your payment must also be included. You can make your 
reservation in two ways. You can fill in and return the 
reservation form that was included in the last newsletter, 
or you can make it online. Because reservations must 
be prepaid, we are not taking phone reservations!

Hope to see you all on December 7th!

Mail forms to WRW P.O. Box 16, Whittier CA 90608
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COMMUNITY SERVICE & 
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CONSTANT CONTACT/
WEBSITE
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LEGISLATIVE
Suzanne Thompson
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NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
Sylvia Sahagian

syl.sahagian@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Judy Van Horn

judyvanhorn@me.com

RESERVATIONS
Linda Martinez

linda@lindahmartinez.com

SCHOLARSHIPS
Donell Schneider

donell.schneider4@
gmail.com

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Linda Martinez

linda@lindahmartinez.com

PAST PRESIDENT THOUGHTS
Submitted by Judy Van Horn

Meet Mike Johnson (R-LA) who received 100% of 
the GOP votes 220-209. Speaker Johnson is the least 
experienced speaker in 140 years. Although he is not 
well known to the public, in congress he is known as a 

constitutional conservative, a Christian and intends to emphasize team building 
and restoring America’s trust in the people’s house. His stated goals included 
increased strength in the House and restoration of hope for the American people. 
He thanked Americans for our patience and promised it will be worth it! “We in 
the House hear you. This is no time for celebrations, we are ready to govern, let’s 
get back to work. Our first legislation will be a bipartisan bill in support of Israel. 

Some other challenges we face include avoiding government shut down in 22 
days and studying and amending the spending package from President Biden 
which includes poorly defined aid to Ukraine, Taiwan, 
Israel and immigration/border security.” Speaker 
Johnson is in favor of single appropriation bills for 
more clear fiscal accountability. 

We all have high expectations for our new Speaker 
Johnson. He brought the entire GOP together, all 220! 
What else will he be able to orchestrate to further the 
goals of limited government and fiscal restraint? We 
are counting on you, Mr. Speaker, to listen to your 
constituents and follow through on your principals 
and promises.

America is sitting in the front row of history! 
On October 25, 2023 the 45th Speaker of the House 

was selected after 3 weeks of chaos in the 
House of Representatives!

Speaker Mike Johnson

	 St. Nicholas made his first inroads into American popular culture 
towards the end of the 18th century. The name Santa Claus evolved from 
Nick's Dutch nickname, Sinter Klaas, a shortened form of Sint Nikolaas 
(Dutch for Saint Nicholas). 

	 Christkind or Kris Kringle was believed to deliver presents to 
well-behaved Swiss and German children. Meaning "Christ child," 
Christkind is an angel-like figure often accompanied by St. Nicholas on 
his holiday missions. A few other names for Santa are Father Christmas 
in English, Pere Noel fills gifts in the shoes of French children, in Italy La 
Befana delivers toys into the stockings of lucky children. Let's not forget 
my favorite Santa, Gaghant Baba, (which translates to 'Winter Father/
Grandfather') who visits the Armenian children on January 6.     

Continued from THE LEGEND OF ST. NICHOLAS - page 8
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Following are bills signed by Governor Gavin Newsom 
in late September and October:

AB223 – Change of gender and sex identifier – 
Assemblymember Chris Ward (D) 

This bill requires all courts in California to keep sex 
or gender changes by minors confidential. With this 
new law, only minors who petition to change their sex 
or gender on government documents can access such 
court information, along with their parents or guardians, 
and their attorneys. The bill also states that for minors to 
change their gender and sex identifier to male, female, 
or nonbinary, the court will recognize such changes if 
the child submits a simple affidavit stating their new sex 
and gender. The court will then be required to issue 
the child new documents including a birth certificate to 
reflect such changes.

AB33 – Fentanyl Misuse and Overdose Prevention 
Task Force – Assemblymember Jasmeet Bains (D)

This bill, subject to an appropriation, establishes the 
Fentanyl Misuse and Overdose Prevention Task Force 
to undertake various duties relating to fentanyl misuse, 
including, among others, collecting and organizing data 
on the nature and extent of fentanyl misuse in California 
and evaluating approaches to increase public awareness 
of fentanyl misuse. The bill requires the task force to 
be cochaired by the Attorney General and the State 
Public Health Officer, or their designees, and specifies 

LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
by GSRW Legislative Committee
Submitted by Suzanne Thompson

Whittier Republic Women is sponsoring 10 wreaths 
for Memory Garden Memorial Park in Brea as part of 
“National Wreaths Across America Day” in December, 
when volunteers place wreaths at veterans’ gravesites 
at more than 3,400 locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea 
and abroad.

the membership of the task force. The bill requires the 
first meeting of the task force to take place no later 
than June 1, 2024, and requires the task force to meet 
at least once every two months. The bill requires the 
task force to submit an interim report to the Governor 
and the Legislature by July 1, 2025, and to report its 
findings and recommendations to the Governor and 
the Legislature by December 1, 2025. The bill repeals 
these provisions on January 1, 2026. (Two years to 
report on the MISUSE and overdose prevention of the 
highly addictive and deadly drug FENTANYL!)

SB669 – Veterinarians: veterinarian-client-patient 
relationship – Senator Dave Cortese (D) 

Existing law, the Veterinary Medicine Practice Act, 
establishes the Veterinary Medical Board within the 
Department of Consumer Affairs for the licensure and 
regulation of veterinarians and the practice of veterinary 
medicine. The act prohibits any person from practicing 
veterinary medicine, as defined, without a license. 
Existing law makes a violation of the act a crime. This bill 
authorizes a veterinarian to allow a registered veterinary 
technician to act as an agent of the veterinarian for the 
purpose of establishing the veterinarian-client-patient 
relationship to administer preventive or prophylactic 
vaccines or medications for the control or eradication of 
apparent or anticipated internal or external parasites by 
satisfying specified criteria.

The California State Legislature has adjourned until January 3, 2024

WHITTIER REPUBLICAN WOMEN TO SPONSOR 
WREATHS FOR VETERANS

Submitted by Suzanne Thompson

This year’s event will be held on Saturday, December 
16. The day will begin at 9 a.m. with a special ceremony, 
followed by the laying of wreaths.

For further information, including how you can 
volunteer to lay the wreaths, a list of participating 
cemeteries by zip code, or how to donate, please visit 
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/.



5

Bill of Rights Day honors the ratification of the first 
ten amendments to the US Constitution, which occurred 
on December 15, 1791. These laws protect many of 
American’s most basic rights and precious freedoms, 
and are as follows in their original form.

Amendment I: Freedom of religion, speech, and 
the press; rights of assembly and petition. Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or 
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment II: Right to bear arms. A well-regulated 
Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not 
be infringed.

Amendment III: Housing of soldiers. No Soldier 
shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, 
without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, 
but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

Amendment IV: Search and arrest warrants. The 
right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall 
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or 
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

Amendment V: Rights in criminal cases. No person 
shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise 
infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment 
of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in 
time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be 
subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy 

AMERICANISM
Reflecting on Bill of Rights Day 
Submitted by Suzanne Thompson

of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal 
case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived 
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law; nor shall private property be taken for public use 
without just compensation.

Amendment VI: Rights to a fair trial. In all criminal 
prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a 
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the 
State and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the 
witnesses against him; to have compulsory process 
for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Amendment VII: Rights in civil cases. In Suits 
at common law, where the value in controversy shall 
exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be 
preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any Court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII: Bails, fines, and punishments. 
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

Amendment IX: Rights retained by the people. 
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, 
shall not be construed to deny or disparage others 
retained by the people. 

Amendment X: Powers retained by the states 
and the people. The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it 
to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, 
or to the people.

Sources:
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript
https://www.constitutionfacts.com/content/constitution/files/Constitution_BillOfRights.pdf
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Tel (562) 464-0295 • Fax (562) 464-0299 
14613 E. Whittier Blvd., Suite 210 • Whittier, CA 90605

www.dialmedhomecare.com

Whittier’s Original Home Care Company • Est. 1996

HOME CARE
DialMED
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(562) 945-9638
FAX 907-3630

THE COMMUNITY PRINTER

13301 PHILADELPHIA ST.
WHITTIER, CA 90601
(Corner of Friends, Next to 
Haendiges Plumbing)

John K. Sudick, D.D.S.John K. Sudick, D.D.S.
Brian Choi, D.M.D.Brian Choi, D.M.D.

Gentle Caring Family & Implant DentistryGentle Caring Family & Implant Dentistry
www.WhittierDentalOffice.comwww.WhittierDentalOffice.com

Member:
American Dental Association
California Dental Association

Whittier Area Chamber of Commerce

562.698.8739
13318 Bailey St.,Whittier, CA 90601

W
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TT
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R AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

SHOP LOCAL

I am a registered Republican.  I shall support and work for the election of Republican candidates for offi ce, become a better educated voter and 
encourage loyalty to the principles and policies of the Republican Party.

❑ New Member ................................................................. $50
❑  Referred / Sponsored by:______________________
❑ Renewal ........................................................................ $50

Please make checks payable to: Whittier Republican Women
 PO Box 16 • Whittier, CA 90608

Visit Our Website: www.whittierrepublicanwomen.org

Name Date

Address

City                                                                                   Zip

Preferred telephone: (       )                                           

   e-mail:                                                 

Optional:     I AM AVAILABLE TO HELP WITH:

COMMENTS / SUGGESTIONS:
I prefer to receive the printed newsletter by mail OR e-mail version            

*non-voting member — for members of other Republican Women clubs or for men

❑  Fund Raising
❑  Hospitality

❑  Social Media
❑  Precinct Work

❑  Telephone Bank
❑  Scholarships

❑  Computer
❑  Mailings

❑  Legislative

❑ New Associate Member* ................................................ $30
❑ Renewal Associate Member ........................................... $30
❑ Additional Donation (Specify) ...............Amount: $________

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION



The legend of Santa Claus can be traced back 
hundreds of years to a monk named St. Nicholas. 
It is believed that Nicholas was born sometime 
around A.D. 280 in Patara, near Myra in modern-
day Turkey. Much admired for his piety and 
kindness, St. Nicholas became the subject of 
many legends. It is said that he gave away all of 
his inherited wealth and traveled the countryside 
helping the poor and the sick.

Over the course of many years, Nicholas's 
popularity spread and he became known as 
the protector of children and sailors. His feast day is celebrated on the 
anniversary of his death, December 6. This was considered a lucky day to 
make large purchases or to get married.

Whittier RW
P.O. Box 16
Whittier, CA 90608
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Elected Officials
State Legislature
Sen. Bob Archuleta
30th Senate District
17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 332
Cerritos, CA 90703
Phone: 562-860-3202
FAX: 562-924-4802

Rep. Lisa Calderon
56th Assembly District
13181 Crossroads Pkwy. North
City of Industry, CA 91746
Phone: 562-692-5858
www.asmde.orgmember/a57

County Officials
Janice Hahn
4th Dist. Supervisor
12720 S. Norwalk Blvd. 7th Floor
Norwalk, CA 90650
Phone: 562-807-5022

City of Whittier
Joseph Vinatieri,  
Mayor At Large

Jessica Martinez
District One

Octavio Martinez
District Two

Cathy Warner
District Three

Fernando Dutra
District Four

City Hall
13230 Penn Street
Whittier, CA 90602
Phone: 562-567-9999

Whittier Republican Women
Phone: 562-693-9712
Information regarding elections, 
ballots, registration and local 
Republican activities.

www.whittierrepublicanwomen.org

Facebook Group: 
www.facebook.com/groups/
WhittierRepublicanWomen/

Continued on page 3

THE LEGEND OF ST. NICHOLAS: 
The Real Santa Claus

Submitted by Elizabeth Papazian


