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WHITTIER REPUBLICAN WOMEN
THURSDAY, APRIL 3, AT 5:30 P.M.

JOIN US AT THE DOUBLETREE BY HILTON, WHITTIER
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Karen Contreras has been actively involved in Republican 
Women for almost two decades. She held the position of 
membership secretary in California Federated Republican 
Women (CFRW) from 2020-2021. In November of 2022, she 
questioned the de facto leadership of CFRW regarding removal 
of an elected by-the-body president, and her 2023 membership 
was subsequently denied.

Karen has served as president, membership chair, and programs 
chair for San Bernardino Republican Women. In February 2023, 
CFRW refused to accept the San Bernardino Republican Women 
Federated club’s membership and dues, and the club voted to 
became independent on December 31, 2023. San Bernardino 

Republican Women is now an Alliance Club of Golden State Republican Women.
As Trump Force 47 Captain for San Bernardino County, Karen organized Trump rallies 

and caravans in collaboration with local and statewide grass-roots organizations, and 
San Bernardino County fl ipped red. 

As a mother and grandmother, Karen’s family is the reason she fi ghts tirelessly to 
turn California Republican Red. An advocate for liberty and freedom, she believes all 
Republican Women clubs should be independent and allied with a supporting service 
organization that provides a framework for statewide collaboration with grass-roots 
organizations.

Speaker Karen Contreras 
2nd VP – Membership, Golden State Republican Women

DATE: Thursday, April 3, 2025
Time: 5 p.m. Check-in • 5:30 p.m. Welcome
Location: The DoubleTree by Hilton @ 7320 Greenleaf Avenue, Whittier
Cost: $35 for members* and $45 for non-members*. Check or cash only, please. 
Custom Buffet: Salad, soup, meat entree, vegetables, rolls, dessert and drinks.
* Note cost increase; see page two article for details

Make your reservations by email through warwreservations@gmail.com 
or RSVP to Linda Martinez at 562-754-3961 by noon on Tuesday, April 1. 

Important note: RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED. A reservation made 
and not canceled by Tuesday, April 1 MUST STILL BE PAID. No-shows 
will be sent an invoice as all meals are prepaid by the Club. Thank you!  

Please note that photos may be taken during this event for our newsletter, 
website, Facebook page, or other media. If you do not wish to have your 
photo published, please let us know.
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As I watched the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC), on February 20, I was amazed 
at the progress DOGE, the appointed Department of Government Effi ciency, led by Elon Musk, 
has achieved. Granted, these are early days and DOGE has identifi ed many departments of our 
government that will be audited and decisions made on how to increase effi ciency. 

It seems as though “common sense is back.” During an interview at CPAC by Rob Schmidt of 
Newsmax, Elon Musk stated, “I had no choice to change from politically neutral to politically active.” 
His DOGE task force is planning to audit every department in the federal government. If this task 
sounds massive, it is! Even more impressive is the amount of reported waste, fraud, abuse and 
corruption his team has already exposed.

“The ship of America cannot be allowed to sink,” said Elon. “Just paying the interest on the national 
debt cannot be sustained. It is essential to reduce government spending and waste and stop federal 
censorship. Freedom is priceless, no matter the cost. The promises made to 76 million voters will be 

kept. DOGE is real.” For example, audits of US-AID, Social Security, all entitlement programs, the military budget and FEMA have 
uncovered wide-spread alleged fraud and mismanagement. I wonder how many 130- to 300-year-old recipients on the rolls of Social 
Security are alive and well? 

When Rob asked Elon how the mind of a genius works, he replied, “My mind is a storm, it never stops.” He recalled watching 
American TV shows from South Africa when he was growing up. “The Americans seemed to care about the world and so decided 
to move here. Graft and bribery need to stop; the war needs to stop. Common sense, freedom of speech and thought, including 
comedians’, and opportunity is back.” 

Source: 
Newsmax interview 2/20/25 at CPAC 

PRESIDENT THOUGHTS
MY PERSPECTIVE AND HOPES FOR THE SUCCESS OF DOGE 

Submitted by Judy Van Horn

THE GOOD NEWS, THE BAD NEWS AND THE UGLY: 
ANNOUNCING MEETING COST INCREASES

Submitted by Judy Van Horn
The Bad News 
Our goal has always been to keep the price of our general lunch and dinner meetings as cost-effective as possible for 

our members and guests. For the past several months, however, due to infl ation and cost increases at the DoubleTree, we 
have been paying more for each meal than what we have been charging attendees. In fact, over the past 14 months, we 
have suffered a revenue loss of  nearly $2,100 for lunches and dinners.

We have also incurred new fees in connection with our recently updated website, as well as for IRS income tax regulation 
compliance. In addition, we have increased the Richard M. Nixon scholarship from $1,000 to $2,000 due to rising tuition 
costs, and to enhance applicant participation.

To continue to offer our valuable programs to the community, the Board has made the diffi cult decision to increase the 
cost of meals for members from $30 to $35, and for non-members from $40 to $45 for general meetings, not including the 
Gala. This increase will become effective at the April 3 dinner meeting. Our research has found that these new costs are in 
line with what is being charged for similar events in the community.

The Good News
Remember, when you renew your yearly WRW membership, the cost of meals will be $35, not $45! I hope you renew 

your membership today!!! 
More good news: The cost of membership has not increased since our days at the Friendly Hills Country Club, fi ve-plus 

years ago!!! Our WRW membership remains $50 for 2025!!! 
Donations to WRW are very much appreciated and needed! Thank you for your membership and continued support, 

which helps to strengthen our ability to continue to offer our programs and community outreach. I know we will have a 
great 2025! 
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2025
Committee Chairs

AMERICANISM
Suzanne Thompson

italia4me2@gmail.com

CHAPLAIN
Rev. Dr. Joyce Brooks

joycemiriambrooks@gmail.com

COMMUNITY SERVICE & 
ZOOM

Ginny Ball
ginnyball@verizon.net

CONSTANT CONTACT/
WEBSITE

Linda Martinez
linda@lindahmartinez.com

LEGISLATIVE
Suzanne Thompson

italia4me2@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
Elizabeth Papazian

lizzian007@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Suzanne Thompson

italia4me2@gmail.com

RESERVATIONS
Linda Martinez

linda@lindahmartinez.com

SCHOLARSHIPS
Elizabeth Papazian

lizzian007@gmail.com

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Linda Martinez

linda@lindahmartinez.com

SUNSHINE
Christine (Chris) Sweinhart
chrissweinhart@aol.com

As we leave March, Women’s History Month, and spring 
forward into April, we are reminded of the incredible 
contributions women have made—and continue to make—
in shaping our nation. From the suffragettes who fought 

tirelessly for our right to vote, to the strong conservative women leading today, we 
stand on the shoulders of those who came before us.

April brings new opportunities for engagement, growth, and action. As Whittier 
Republican Women, we remain committed to advancing the principles of freedom, 
limited government, and personal responsibility. With upcoming elections on the 
horizon, now is the time to stay informed, get involved, and support candidates who 
share our values.

This month, let’s focus on strengthening our community through outreach, 
education, and civic participation. Whether it’s attending local meetings, volunteering 
for campaigns, or encouraging voter registration, each of us plays a crucial role in 
shaping the future.

As we celebrate Easter and the renewal that spring brings, let’s reaffi rm our 
dedication to faith, family, and country. Together, we can make a difference.

We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting and working alongside you to 
uphold the values we cherish.

Reminder: Membership renewals are overdue!
• drop your payment off at our next meeting – April 3, 5:30 p.m.
• make your payment online at whittierrepublicanwomen.org
• mail your payment to WRW, P.O. Box 16, Whittier, CA 90608

SPRINGING FORWARD 
INTO APRIL

Submitted by Sylvia Southerland, 
2nd V.P. Membership

APRIL FUNDRAISING NEWS
Submitted by Peggy Rowe, 

3rd V.P. Ways & Means

APRIL HOPE DRAWING  
Name__________________________________________

Contact number_________________________________

Number of tickets at $5 each______________________

Five tickets for $20______________________________

 Total___________________________________________

Mail forms to WRW P.O. Box 16, Whittier CA 90608

The March Hope Drawing winners were Sylvia Southerland, 
Maria Fontaine (3), Ginny Ball (2), Rhona Gewelber (3), Susie 
Pena, Joyce Brooks, Pauline Williams, and Cheryl Matheson.  
Congratulations to all, and a big thank you to all who 
participated!

Our April drawing will feature several Easter items, as well as 
gift cards and cash.
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AB11, The Social Housing Act, introduced 02/03/2025 
(Assemblymember Alex Lee – D)
This bill would enact the Social Housing Act and would create 
the California Housing Authority as an independent state body, 
the mission of which would be to ensure that social housing 
developments that are produced and acquired align with the 
goals of eliminating the gap between housing production and 
regional housing needs assessment targets and preserving 
affordable housing. The bill would prescribe a defi nition of 
social housing that would describe, in addition to housing 
owned by the authority, housing owned by other entities, 
as specifi ed, provided that all social housing developed 
or authorized by the authority would be owned by the 
authority.

No voter approval required with the long-term intent of 
creating government-owned housing. (This is a push for more 
government housing.)

AB247, Inmate fi refi ghters: wages, introduced 02/10/2025 
(Assemblymember Isaac Bryan – D)
This bill would require that inmate fi refi ghters, in addition 
to receiving credits, to be paid an hourly wage equal to the 
lowest nonincarcerated fi refi ghter in the state for the time that 
they are actively fi ghting a fi re.

Status: Hearing March 4 

AB336, Criminal penalties: wildfi res, introduced 02/10/2025
(Assemblymember Greg Wallis – R)
Existing law prohibits unlawfully causing a fi re by recklessly 
setting fi re to, burning, or causing to be burned, any 
structure, forest land, or property. A violation of this 
prohibition that causes great bodily injury, that causes an 
inhabited structure or property to burn, or that causes a fi re 
of a structure or forest land is punishable either as a felony or 
a misdemeanor. This bill would make the above-described 
violations punishable only as a felony including a fine not 
to exceed $10,000.

Statis: Hearing March 4

LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Submitted by Suzanne Thompson

Source: Golden State Republican Women Legislative Analyst Committee

AB1092, Firearms: concealed carry licenses, introduced 
02/21/2025 (Assemblymember Leticia Castillo – R)
Existing law prohibits a person from carrying a concealed 
fi rearm or carrying a loaded fi rearm in public. Existing law 
requires a licensing authority to issue or renew a license 
to carry a fi rearm capable of being concealed if specifi ed 
conditions are met, including, among others, that the 
applicant is not a disqualifi ed person for the license, as 
specifi ed, and the applicant has completed a specifi ed course 
of training. Existing law makes a new or renewal license that is 
issued to be valid for a period of time not to exceed 2 years 
from the date of the license, except as otherwise provided.
This bill would extend the duration of those licenses to 4 
years from the date of the license.

AB1268, Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax Law: adjustment 
suspension, introduced 02/24/25 (Assemblymember 
Alexandra Macedo – R)
The Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax Law, administered by the California 
Department of Tax and Fee Administration, imposes a tax 
upon each gallon of motor vehicle fuel removed from a 
refi nery or terminal rack in this state, entered into this state, 
or sold in this state, at a specifi ed rate per gallon. Existing law 
requires the department to adjust the tax on July 1 each year 
by a percentage amount equal to the increase in the California 
Consumer Price Index, as calculated by the Department of 
Finance. This bill would authorize the Governor to suspend 
an adjustment to the motor vehicle fuel tax, as described 
above, scheduled on or after July 1, 2025, upon making 
a determination that increasing the rate would impose an 
undue burden on low-income and middle-class families.

REMINDER: 
Empty Prescription 
Bottle Collection

We continue to collect empty prescription bottles 
for the Interfaith Food Center, which fi lls them with 
shampoo, body wash and conditioner and distributes them 
to homeless individuals. Please drop your clean bottles with 
the labels removed in the box at our general meetings. 
Thank you!

WANTED: 
WRW Recording Secretary

Whittier Republican Women is seeking a Recording 
Secretary, which is a Board of Directors voting position. The 
responsibilities include taking the minutes of our monthly 
general meeting and Board meeting.

No experience is necessary for this role. You will be provided 
with templates from past meetings to help simplify the process, as 
well as support from the Board. This is a great way to get involved 
in our organization and help steer the direction of the Club.

If you are interested in this position, or in hearing further 
details, please feel free to speak to one of our Board members. 
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration!

Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in 
democracy. You vote in elections once a year, 
but when you volunteer you vote every day 

about the kind of community you want to live in.
- Author unknown
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AMERICANISM
Six facts about federal workers

Submitted by Suzanne Thompson
As President Trump’s 

Department of Government 
Effi ciency (DOGE) continues its 
audit across all aspects of our 
government, federal workers have 
come under close scrutiny.

How big is the federal 
government workforce? Where do the majority of federal 
employees work? Following are some facts about federal 
workers that answer those questions and others.

What are federal government jobs?
Federal employees work in departments or agencies 

that exist within the three branches of government – 
executive, legislative, and judicial. Most federal agencies 
are housed under the federal executive branch.

How many people work for the federal government?
The federal government currently employs approximately 

3 million people, or 1.9 percent of all employee jobs. While 
we may think that is a lot of people, it is our nation’s 15th 
largest workforce across all US industries, and is relatively 
small compared to many other employers. The nation’s 
largest workforce, professional and business services, for 
example, employs nearly 23 million people, followed by 
healthcare and social assistance (nearly 22 million people),  
and state and local government employees (nearly 20 
million).

What areas of the federal government employ the most 
people?

In 2023, the most federal offi ces were military programs under 
the Defense Department (775,100 people), the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (433,700), and the Department of Homeland 
Security (212,000).

What areas employ the least number of people?
At about 4,400 employees, the Department of Education is 

the smallest Cabinet-level agency. The smallest government 
entities overall are the Federal Trade Commission, National 
Credit Union Administration, and National Labor Relations 
Board, with about 1,000 employees each.

Where are most of the federal government jobs located?
While Washington, DC, has the highest concentration of 

federal employees (162,144), representing 43.3 percent of 
the District’s workforce, the majority of the federal workforce 
is located across the country in every state. The states with the 
most federal employees are California (147,487), and Virginia 
(144,483) and Maryland (142,876), due to their proximity to 
Washington, DC.

In what departments do federal employees in California 
work?

As of March 2024, 26.4 percent of California federal 
employees worked for the Department of Veterans Affairs, 23.5 
percent worked for the Navy, and the remainder worked for 
other agencies.

Sources:
https://www.cnn.com/2024/12/14/politics/federal-government-workers-what-matters/index.html
https://usafacts.org/articles/how-many-people-work-for-the-federal-government/

WHITTIER REPUBLICAN WOMEN COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
Your Support is Appreciated!

Submitted by Elizabeth Papazian
Once again, Whittier Republican Women (WRW) is offering scholarships to promote the continuation of our conservative 

ideals, namely the Richard M. Nixon and Cathy Vinatieri scholarships, to qualifi ed students who are enrolled in, or will be 
enrolled in, Whittier College or Biola University. This year, we have increased the Richard M. Nixon scholarship from $1,000 
to $2,000, due to rising tuition costs and to help enhance student interest and participation. The Cathy Vinatieri scholarship 
remains at $1,000.

We greatly appreciate the generous support from our WRW members and friends for helping to make these scholarships 
available, including our ability to increase the Nixon scholarship amount. To help make donating easy, you can mail it 
to us using the enclosed, pre-addressed envelope (just add a stamp). You can also donate via our website at https://
whittierrepublicanwomen.org/scholarship-donation-public/ and a receipt will be sent to your email address. 

If you know a student who may qualify for the scholarships, information and application forms can also be found on our 
website at https://whittierrepublicanwomen.org/scholarship-application-2025/. Application deadline is March 31.

Thank you for helping us to support students who are committed to the Republican philosophy and values!
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Tel (562) 464-0295 • Fax (562) 464-0299 
14613 E. Whittier Blvd., Suite 210 • Whittier, CA 90605

www.dialmedhomecare.com

Whittier’s Original Home Care Company • Est. 1996

HOME CARE
DialMED

DAVID A. WARNER D.D.S., INC.

PERIODONTICS AND DENTAL IMPLANTS

9209 S. COLIMA RD.
SUITE 4000

WHITTIER, CA. 90605
(562) 945-7621

WWW.WARNERPERIOANDIMPLANTS.COM
WARNERPERIOANDIMPLANTS@VERIZON.NET

DAVID A. WARNER D.D.S.
CATHY WARNER, RDH, BSDH, ML
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(562) 945-9638
FAX 907-3630

THE COMMUNITY PRINTER

13301 PHILADELPHIA ST.
WHITTIER, CA 90601
(Corner of Friends, Next to 
Haendiges Plumbing)

I am a registered Republican.  I shall support and work for the election of Republican candidates for offi ce, become a better educated voter and 
encourage loyalty to the principles and policies of the Republican Party.

❑ New Member ................................................................. $50
❑  Referred / Sponsored by:______________________
❑ Renewal ........................................................................ $50

Please make checks payable to: Whittier Republican Women
 PO Box 16 • Whittier, CA 90608

Visit Our Website: www.whittierrepublicanwomen.org

Name Date

Address

City                                                                                   Zip

Preferred telephone: (       )                                           

   e-mail:                                                 

Optional:     I AM AVAILABLE TO HELP WITH:

COMMENTS / SUGGESTIONS:
I prefer to receive the printed newsletter by mail OR e-mail version            

*non-voting member — for members of other Republican Women clubs or for men

❑  Fund Raising
❑  Hospitality

❑  Social Media
❑  Precinct Work

❑  Telephone Bank
❑  Scholarships

❑  Computer
❑  Mailings

❑  Legislative

❑ New Associate Member* ................................................ $30
❑ Renewal Associate Member* ......................................... $30
❑ Additional Donation (Specify) ...............Amount: $________

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
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Elected Officials
PRESIDENT OF THE USA 
Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

State Legislature
Sen. Bob Archuleta
30th Senate District
17315 Studebaker Road, Suite 332
Cerritos, CA 90703
Phone: 562-860-3202
FAX: 562-924-4802

Rep. Lisa Calderon
56th Assembly District
13181 Crossroads Pkwy. North
City of Industry, CA 91746
Phone: 562-692-5858
www.asmde.orgmember/a57

County Officials
Janice Hahn
4th Dist. Supervisor
12720 S. Norwalk Blvd. 7th Floor
Norwalk, CA 90650
Phone: 562-807-5022

City of Whittier

Joseph Vinatieri,  
Mayor At Large

Mary Ann Pacheco
District One

Octavio Martinez
District Two

Cathy Warner
District Three

Fernando Dutra
District Four

City Hall
13230 Penn Street
Whittier, CA 90602
Phone: 562-567-9999

Whittier Republican Women
Phone: 562-693-9712
Information regarding elections, 
ballots, registration and local 
Republican activities.
www.whittierrepublicanwomen.org

Facebook Group: 
www.facebook.com/groups/
WhittierRepublicanWomen/

TRUMP CABINET PROFILE: 
Tulsi Gabbard, Director of National Intelligence

Tulsi Gabbard was confirmed as Director of National Intelligence in 
February. In this position, she heads the US Intelligence Community, 
a collection of 18 military and civilian intelligence agencies, and acts 
as government‘s principal advisor on all intelligence matters regarding 
national security.

Gabbard was born April 12, 1981 in Leloaloa, American Samoa. She was influenced by 
her father, Mike Gabbard, who has served for many years as a Democratic state senator 
for Hawaii. 

In 2002, Gabbard enlisted in the Hawaiian Army National Guard, and from 2004 to 
2005, served in Iraq’s combat zone as a medical unit specialist.  She completed the officer 
training program at Alabama Military Academy in 2007. In 2008, Gabbard volunteered for 
her second overseas deployment, where she trained Kuwait’s national guard soldiers. She 
has held the rank of lieutenant colonel in the US Army since 2021.

Gabbard is a champion of veterans’ rights, and is also a strong anti-interventionist, 
saying that the US needs to stop being involved in continuous regime change wars.

From 2013-2021, Gabbard served as the US representative for Hawaii’s second 
congressional district. She is the first Samoan American to serve in the US Congress and as 
a Cabinet member. She also was the youngest member of Hawaii’s state legislature from 
2002-2004.

From 2013-2016, Gabbard was vice chair of the Democratic National Committee. She 
ran for president in 2020 but dropped out during the Democratic primary. In 2022, Gabbard 
quit the Democratic party, claiming it was “now under complete control of an elitist cabal 
of warmongers driven by cowardly wokeness.” She first became an Independent, then 
joined the Republican Party in 2024.

Sources: biography.com • brittanica.com


